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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Feb. 7

Message to the Congress Reporting Budget Rescissions
February 6, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report 23 rescission proposals of budgetary
resources, totaling $1.1 billion. These rescissions,
when combined with other discretionary savings
proposals contained in the FY 1996 Budget, will
reduce FY 1995 budgetary resources by $2.4
billion.

The proposed rescissions affect the Depart-
ments of Agriculture, Commerce, Education,
Health and Human Services, Housing and
Urban Development, Labor, and Transportation;

the Environmental Protection Agency; the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration; the
Small Business Administration; the Chemical
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board; and the
National Science Foundation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 6, 1995.

NOTE: The report detailing the proposed rescis-
sions was published in the Federal Register on
February 15.

Remarks on the Immigration Policy Initiative and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 7, 1995

The President. Good morning. Two years ago,
when I took office, I was determined to do
a better job of dealing with the problem of
illegal immigration. About 2 years ago this week,
when I discussed with Janet Reno the possibility
of her becoming Attorney General, we had a
talk about this, and for the last 2 years we
have been hard at work to try to fix a system
that everyone agreed had serious problems.

The Vice President and I have just been
briefed by Attorney General Reno; Doris Meiss-
ner, the Commissioner of Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service; our Secretary of Labor, Bob
Reich; Maria Echaveste, the Director of the
Wage and Hour Division of the Labor Depart-
ment; Silvestre Reyes, Chief Border Patrol
Agent of the El Paso Sector; Gus de la Vina,
the Director of the Western Region of the Im-
migration and Naturalization Service; Doug
Crum, the U.S. Border Patrol Chief; and George
Weise, our Customs Commissioner.

After our meeting, I signed a Presidential di-
rective to the heads of all executive departments
instructing them to very quickly expand and
strengthen our program to reduce illegal immi-
gration in four key areas: first, protecting our
borders; second, protecting the interests of our
workers in the workplace; third, removing more

criminal aliens; and fourth, providing more as-
sistance to the States which are burdened with
the problem of illegal immigration.

For example, I’ve asked the Attorney General
to increase those elements of our Border Patrol
strategy that are proving most effective, includ-
ing the use of helicopters, night scopes, and
all-terrain vehicles. I’ve asked the members of
the Cabinet to create for the first time a national
detention and removal plan to dramatically in-
crease the identification and removal of deport-
able illegal aliens. These are just a few examples,
and of course you’ll get more in a moment
when the people behind me give a more exten-
sive background briefing.

One of the cornerstones of our fight against
illegal immigration has been a get-tough policy
at our borders. We initiated Operation Hold
the Line at El Paso, Operation Gatekeeper in
San Diego, and Operation Safeguard in Arizona,
all with one clear intention, to secure the South-
west border. As we speak, these initiatives are
making a substantial difference. Illegal immigra-
tion is down; crime is down. And my budget
in immigration strategy builds on that success.
Here are the elements of the initiative:

First, I have asked Congress for an additional
$1 billion to fight illegal immigration in the
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